
THE 
SKELMERSDALE 
STORY





Skelmersdale was f ir s t  ment ioned 
in  the Domesday Book of  1086 
and i t  has g rown to being a 
town of around 40,000 people 
today.  I t  si ts  on high g round 
above the R iver  Tawd within  the 
beaut i ful  count r yside of  West 
Lancashire  and is  the dominant 
ur ban cent re for  miles around.



The town is extremely well connected and located with Preston to the North, Manchester to the East 
and Liverpool to the West all within easy reach. Not only does the town have green surroundings it is 
green in itself with large areas of open space, the Tawd Valley park running right through the centre 
and as you drive around you feel at one with a rural environment.



Skelmersdale has been 
designed to dr ive around 

ef f iciently with large roads 
and excellent  l inks to the 

motorway network which is 
why i t  has become a home 
to all  types of  businesses, 

 for  all  types of  businesses.





Skelmersdale has ambit ious 
plans,  and the space to g row 
i ts  populat ion and business 
base becoming an even 
more signi f icant  economic 
cent re within  Lancashire 
and the L iverpool/
Manchester  reg ion.





SKELMERSDALE 
IS  A  SPECIAL
PLACE



We’ve taken a long hard look 
at  our  town and area so we 
know what ’s  special  about 
Skelmersdale and can be  
clear  what we need to focus 
on in  order  to be thought 
about and chosen.  We’re  clear 
on why we are special  and 
how we are di f ferent . 



Our new story explains what Skelmersdale has to offer, captures the essence of the area and will be 
what puts us ‘on the map’ for all the right reasons. It is unlikely that the words we use to represent 
this new thinking will be seen by our ‘customers’; they’re not marketing slogans but instead describe 
the essence of the future Skelmersdale. They will determine how we develop our offer through  
the way we communicate, what we build, the environment we create and the way we behave.

The town is extremely well connected and located with Preston to the North, Manchester to 
the East and Liverpool to the West all within easy reach. Not only does the town have green 
surroundings it is green in itself with large areas of open space, the Tawd Valley park running 
right through the centre and as you drive around you feel at one with a rural environment.



Whilst  some elements descr ibe 
what we have and the way 

we are now, they also ref lec t 
what we want and need 

to be in  the fu ture;  so our 
approach is  both aspir at ional 

and rooted in  a  real i ty 
that  can be seen today.





THE THEMES 
OF  THE 
SKELMERSDALE 
STORY



CELEBRATION 
OF  WORKING 
VALUE

Skelmersdale theme



Skelmersdale is  home to  
big  businesses;  big  brands 
including SCA Hygiene,  
Hot ter  Shoes,  Proc ter  & Gamble, 
PepisCo;  plus smaller  innovat ive 
companies and ent repreneurs. 



There are a plethora of business parks which are virtually always full and there is a spirit of enterprise 
and a work ethic that is helping drive the local economy. Equally, there is a vibrant third sector with 
excellent examples of social enterprise and volunteering in organisations across the area. 



We’re going to shout 
about our  ‘s tand  
out ’  companies  
and celebrate our 
working heroes.



I t  is  acknowledged that  for  all  the 
successes there are oppor tuni t ies 

to bet ter  l ink young people with 
work oppor tuni t ies,  to  ensure we 

are g rowing young people with the 
r ight  skil ls  to power the economy 
and to promote the values of  hard 

work.  Whils t  there are shining 
l ights we need more of  them.



A major  pr ior i ty  is  al igning business 
and work requirements with the 
key local  educat ion assets of  Edge 
Hil l  Universi ty  and West Lancashire 
College which will  provide the 
workforce and ent repreneurs of 
tomor row. These two organisat ions 
will  cont inue to take leading roles 
in  the development of  the economy 
and as promoters of  g rowth.





Skelmersdale values 
those that  value work



CULTIVATING 
CONNECTIONS

Skelmersdale theme



Skelmersdale benefi ts  from being  
a  signi f icant  town and ur ban 
cent re in  the south of  Lancashire  
whils t  having impor tant  and  
g rowing relat ionships with  
L iver pool  and Manchester;  
i t  has the best  of  all  wor lds.



With the need to work with and within more than one Local Enterprise Partnership, three 
cities and other important organisations such as SuperPort, there is a premium on the public  
and private sector leadership of Skelmersdale building and maintaining great relationships with  
their counterparts. 

The town is extremely well connected and located with Preston to the North, Manchester to 
the East and Liverpool to the West all within easy reach. Not only does the town have green 
surroundings it is green in itself with large areas of open space, the Tawd Valley park running 
right through the centre and as you drive around you feel at one with a rural environment.



I t  is  these relat ionships 
that  will  determine 
the fu ture success  
of  the local  economy. 
Skelmersdale has lots 
to gain  but  lots to of fer.



However, it is vital that it is able to quickly develop a railway station and rail connectivity to 
Liverpool which will be the ‘growth game changer’ needed to benefit the Skelmersdale and wider 

Lancashire/ North West economy.

The town is  fantast ically 
well  connected by road 

to the M6 and other 
networks and has a road 

infrast r uc ture designed to 
provide the most ef f ic ient 

and rapid  movement of 
goods and people. 



As Skelmersdale continues to grow the business community and education providers will play  
an ever more prominent role alongside the public sector in promoting and supporting the development 
of the area. As many businesses as possible need to become ambassadors for the place and ‘tell and 
sell’ its story, they will be empowered and enabled to do this.



Skelmersdale intends to play an 
even larger  role in  the Lancashire 
and wider  Nor th West economy by 
increasing i ts  available employment 
land and g rowing the populat ion 
with new housing to ei ther  work 
locally or  in  the sur rounding ci t ies. 
The town and sur rounding area 
can play an ac t ive role in  dr iving 
g rowth and as an impor tant  locat ion 
within  the Nor thern Powerhouse.





Skelmersdale has all 
the r ight  connect ions



GREEN TOWN 
L IVING

Skelmersdale theme



There can’ t  be many greener 
town environments than 
Skelmersdale where count r yside 
meets ur ban g reen space 
providing a ver y special  and 
di f ferent  l iving environment .



From mature woodland to natural 
habi tats to the stunning views from 

Beacon Count r y Par k,  i t ’s  a  g reen 
outlook that  dominates and a shor t 

walk from the town cent re takes 
you to Tawd Valley Par k.  I t ’s  hard 
to bel ieve that  this  r ural  oasis  is 

par t  of  a  major  town cent re as you 
can walk and cycle nex t  to the r iver 

and just  enjoy space to breathe.



As Skelmersdale looks to grow the population and create a new town centre environment you are guaranteed 
that this will provide a tremendous quality of life opportunity for those choosing this area to grow their lives. 

There is  a  focus on improving 
town cent re facil i t ies for 
shopping ,  leisure and the 

night  t ime economy to ser vice 
what is  a  g rowing place. 



Not only does Skelmersdale 
have space to g row and green 

space at  that ,  i t  is  also a 
g reat  value locat ion where 
‘g reen l iving’  is  af fordable 
with the added benefi t  of 
three g reat  ci t ies on the 

doorstep whether  for 
work or  play.  





You can also enjoy beautiful surrounding villages such as Burscough and Parbold, the popular 
market town of Ormskirk is close by and the splendour of seaside Southport is within easy reach.  
There are various golf courses to test yourself on and tremendous attractions for all the family such 
as WWT Martin Mere Wetland Centre; Lancashire Wildlife Trust’s Mere Sands Wood; the National 
Trust’s Rufford Old Hall and Beacon Country Park to name just a few.



Skelmersdale, 
where the growth will 

always be green



THE ‘BIG  IDEA’
FOR THE 
SKELMERSDALE 
STORY



The ‘big  idea’  is  an emot ional 
s tatement of  intent  for 

Skelmersdale and the sur rounding 
area that  si ts  above and alongside 

the themes.  I t  projec ts what the 
place is  about ,  what i t  s tands 
for  and what mat ters.  This  is 
not  a  s t rap l ine or  market ing 

message i t  is  a  ‘s t rategic 
signature’  for  Skelmersdale.





SKELMERSDALE: 
GROWING FROM 
THE GREEN





Many places emphasise their green credentials but few can deliver on the rhetoric; Skelmersdale can.  
This is a town entering a new and exciting phase in its development with ambitious growth plans for 
the centre, housing, businesses, population and the economy. Skelmersdale has the land, location and 
linkages to make this growth happen and is developing a shared sense of ambition and confidence 
involving private and public sector organisations and educational establishments.



Skelmersdale is  opening up and 
animat ing i ts  g reen environment; 
thinking bigger  and wider  about the 
relat ionships that  will  determine 
i ts  fu ture success;  focussing on 
ent repreneurship  and employment; 
creat ing a ‘place led’  approach for 
what i t  does and ensur ing that  i t  is 
a  town where you will  want to g row 
your  l i fe  and that  of  your  family.



Skelmersdale:  g reen 
growth,  new hor izons






