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Join the Enterprise 
Adviser Network 

and bring the 
world of work 

to life for young 
people

The Enterprise Adviser Network work in partnership with businesses to ensure they find the right future talent for their 
organisation and offer every young person, no matter their background, the opportunity to explore their options and 
succeed in the world of work.

Encounters with employers bring the world of work to life for young people. Research shows that a young person who has 4 
or more encounters with an employer is 86% less likely to be unemployed or not in education or training, and can earn up to 
18% more during their career.

Join the network and your business can connect with schools and colleges in ways that prepare young people for the fast-
changing world of work.

Getting involved is simple. You can:

A number of West Lancashire businesses are already supporting the 
Lancashire Enterprise Adviser Network, thank you to:

• Brownlow Utilities
• Fairbanks Environmental 
• All About Food 
• Solid Sheds
• TickleMAS 

• Become an Enterprise Adviser and 
work with a local school or college 
to help develop their careers and 
enterprise plan.

• Offer young people encounters with 
the world of work, such as mentoring 
or work experience.

• Encourage your staff to volunteer 
for local outreach activities or work 
encounters.

• Take your school engagement 
programmes into more schools and 
colleges.

How Can You Get Involved?

For further information about the 
Enterprise Adviser Network and 

how to get your business involved 
contact:

Paul Symes
Enterprise Coordinator 

paul.symes@inspira.org.uk

• Becoming an Enterprise Adviser can 
support staff to move from middle to 
senior management, developing their 
strategic and business planning skills.

• Taking part in inspirational work 
activities and programmes can support 
your junior staff to build presentation, 
communication and leadership skills.

• Participating builds understanding of 
the environment your future talent is 
coming from and the challenges they 
face.

There are also rewarding benefits for your 
employees:

Rewarding Benefits To Your Business 

Great news!



LetsTalkSkelmersdale.com 
A vibrant and informative website LetsTalkSkelmersdale.com has been developed to 
showcase Skelmersdale and its surrounding areas as a thriving economic business 
destination in the heart of the North West.  

LetsTalkSkelmersdale.com is the ‘go to’ website if you’re a business looking to invest 
and grow in the area.  With a host of information to help you make the right decision in 
choosing to do business here.

With a strong business-focus it is a key asset in driving Skelmersdale forward, 
increasing the local economy and improve business connections. 

Skelmersdale’s iconic visual brand 
can be downloaded direct from the 
website and used as part of your 
own branding. Enabling businesses 
and organisations who have a 
connection with Skelmersdale to 
share and promote their enthusiasm 
for the area.

A fantastic gallery of Skelmersdale 
images are available to use on your 
website or promotional material.

Access Skelmersdale’s visual branding

Tony Rankin, 
Learning & 

Development 
Manager at 
Hotter and a 

member of the 
Skelmersdale 
Place Board, 

says:

With a dedicated page about the Skelmersdale Ambassadors 
Network, you can find out how to join and establish connections 
with local businesses and organisations in the area.  

You can watch videos of inspirational speakers from previous 
Ambassador events, check out news of upcoming events and read 
about business success stories.

Find out about the role of the Place Board, its members and hear 
about the great opportunities Skelmersdale has to offer your 
organisation.

Follow Let’s Talk Skelmersdale on its Twitter account @ltSkelmersdale and on LinkedIn at:
www.linkedin.com/company/skelmersdale to keep up to date with news and opportunities!

www.LetsTalkSkelmersdale.com

How LetsTalkSkelmersdale.com can 
help your business

Businesses can find out a wealth of information about the town, as it 
stands now and its future plans for growth. Information can also be found 
on the following:

• Education
• Leisure 
• Skills and recruitment 
• Growth
• Lifestyle
• Skelmersdale Ambassadors Network

“LetsTalkSkelmersdale.
com is a fantastic tool for 

businesses looking to invest 
and grow. I would encourage 
both local and surrounding 

businesses to use the website, 
share it and connect with other 

businesses to help promote 
Skelmersdale as a fantastic 

place to do business”



The School for Social Entrepreneurs programme launched in October 16 has identified 
twelve local people, with first-hand experiences of social issues and the ideas and the 
motivation to tackle them.  

The selected applicants will join the Start Up Programme to inspire them to unleash 
their vision. The 12 month programme offers support including sessions on: Finance, 
governance, business planning, marketing and fundraising.  

They will hear first-hand from other social entrepreneurs as well as visit local and national 
social businesses.

The Well Skelmersdale initiative have teamed up with the School for Social 
Entrepreneurs to find talent on the doorstep of Skelmersdale and help budding social 
entrepreneurs reach their full potential.

Paula Gamester, 
Director of the Sewing 
Rooms and Social 
Entrepreneur tell us:

I am proud to be part of this global movement that makes 
a profound impact on communities by investing in people’s 
lives. 

We already have some great examples of social enterprise 
in Skelmersdale with many of them winning national awards 
we just want more of them!

Through Well Skelmersdale we are so pleased to welcome 
The School for Social Entrepreneurs to our town and excited 
to announce that we have selected twelve local social 
innovators onto the programme.

The Social Innovators Start Up Programme not only offers 
critical support in the start up stage, but also a fellowship 
and membership of the School for Social Entrepreneurs 
global Alumni.  

We are so excited and can’t wait to see the impact that our 
new Social Innovators create in Skelmersdale!

Since its launch in 2010 the company has grown from 
a forum where people could exchange their skills, 
knowledge and experiences of solutions to waste streams; 
to a national award winning ethical waste management 
company at the forefront of converting people to reuse as 
an alternative to recycling.

 ‘Team Total’ diverts in excess of 1 million kilograms of 
items formally classed as waste from landfill each year 
through a range of services that include: 

• The Green Team and Total Clearance (domestic and 
commercial clearance services)

• Bulky waste contracts.

• De-construction contracts with large household 
retailers.  

Creating local jobs, education and training, work 
experience and volunteering opportunities, the company 
also donates reusable furniture and other items to 
individuals, families, charities, community groups 
and good causes throughout the region.  For further 
information visit: www.totalreuse.co.uk 

Martin Gamester, Director of Total ReUse and a former 
graduate of the first SSE Environmental programme 
(2009), first came up with his business idea whilst on the 
programme.  To totally reuse the things people no longer 
wanted, that same day he bought the domain name and 
set up Total Reuse CIC!

For more information about the School for Social 
Entrepreneurs visit: www.the-sse.org

For more information about Well Skelmersdale and Well 
North visit: www.wellnorth.co.uk

In my role as Director of the Sewing Rooms, Ambassador 
for Well North and part of the Well Skelmersdale vision 
team, I have the distinct pleasure of seeing first-hand how 
Social Enterprise’s are embracing a business model that 
puts people and the planet first.

Case Study:

Social Entrepreneurs
 Talk Business



To find out how your organisation 
can support a Social Enterprise 
in West Lancashire talk to the 

Economic Regeneration team today 
on tel: 01695 712692 or email: 

lets.talk@westlancs.gov.uk

Tell us more about the Sewing Rooms?
Our goal is to improve the health and well-being of the communities we 
work with, as well as improve peoples’ life chances. We do this through 
bespoke training workshops and a manufacturing department that 
makes soft furnishings, accessories and bespoke upholstery for private 
and corporate clients.

We exist to make a difference to the communities where we work, and 
while we earn money through trade just like a normal business, what we 
do with that profit makes all the difference.

How has the Sewing Rooms become so successful?  
We do business by putting people and the planet first. We re-invest the 
money that our business makes into the communities around us. We 
don’t have shareholders, and we can’t sell out to big business, which 
means that we are able to focus solely on what we do best – using our 
skills to make our communities better places to live and work.

We work particularly closely with groups and individuals who may 
be isolated, long-term unemployed and at risk of developing mental 
health problems. When possible, we also offer trainees employment 
opportunities in our curtain-making and upholstery workshops

Have you made connections with local businesses, if so in what way?
Building relationships with local businesses will be pivotal to the 
development of the Sewing Rooms, particularly in the light of Brexit and 
the impact on the resilience of local companies.  We are currently in 
dialogue with several local organisations and our plans are to expand our 
“Sew Fab” Academy by providing bespoke courses aimed at fulfilling the 
recruitment gap of local companies requiring pre-trained personnel. 

We are very excited for the Sewing Rooms future growth and expansion! 

Maureen Fazal, Director of The Sewing 
Rooms, Skelmersdale talks about how 
their social enterprise is a business 
that trades to tackle social problems. 

www.the-sewing-rooms.co.uk

The following local companies are already 
working with social enterprises / community 
projects; doing great things in West 
Lancashire to help local people and their 
communities:

• All About Food
• Solid Sheds
• Hotter 

Be Inspired!

There are many ways in which local 
businesses in West Lancashire can work with  

with a Social Enterprise.

• You can  ‘buy social’ 

• You can contract with them - you will be 
surprised at what they can do.

• You can mentor fledgling social 
innovators. 

• You can provide pro bono support such as 
marketing.

• You can donate unwanted goods and 
materials.

By doing any of the above you will be helping 
the most vulnerable in your local community. 

How can your business support 
Social Enterprise activity



• Training is available in IT, leadership and management, 
as well as a comprehensive range of vocationally-
relevant courses targeting specific sectors. 

• Training is flexible so that it fits around the activities of 
a businesses to minimise any disruption. 

• All training is done through a blended approach to 
adapt to the needs of businesses & learners.

What’s involved?

The SSW programme is fully funded so don’t miss out on this valuable growth opportunity for your business. 
For further information about the programme talk to a member of the Economic Regeneration team on tel: 01695 712692 or 
email: lets.talk@westlancs.gov.uk

• As well as training for employees the SSW 
programme is also providing a series of free 
workshops, master classes and networking events 
aimed at helping business owners across the 
region grow their businesses. 

• Specific workshops held across Lancashire will 
provide business owners and managers with 
the essential tools to enable them to make more 
effective decisions about their business.

Developing Business Skills

Access Skills Support for 
Your Workforce

Countryside Productivity 
Grant Scheme

The RDPE (Rural Development Programme for England) Countryside Productivity Scheme provides 
funding for projects in England which improve productivity in the farming and forestry sectors and help 
create jobs and growth in the rural economy.  

Under the RDPE Countryside Productivity 
Scheme, there are grants for:

• Water resource management and reservoirs
• Improving forestry productivity
• Adding value to Agri-food
• Improving farm productivity 

Grants are administered by the Rural Payments 
Agency (RPA) and funded by the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)

To apply and find out more about the Countryside Productivity Grant Scheme, contact the 
Economic Regeneration team on tel: 01695 712692 or email:

 lets.talk@westlancs.gov.uk

How to Apply

• Check you’re project is eligible by reading the relevant 
handbook related to your project

• Complete the application.

• With your grant funding agreement signed, you can 
start work on your project

• After you have paid for the work you can claim your 
money

www.gov.uk/guidance/countryside-productivity-scheme

Skills Support for the Workforce (SSW) is a new government funded 
workplace skills programme tailored to the needs of businesses. The SSW 
programme works in partnership with the Lancashire Enterprise Partnerships 
& Boost; Lancashire’s Business Growth Hub to provide a range of bespoke 
training programmes and qualifications for businesses. 



Looking For Fully 
Serviced Office Space 
in West Lancashire 

West Lancashire Investment Centre
White Moss Business Park, 
Skelmersdale

Martland Mill located in Mart Lane in the centre of Burscough was 
purchased and renovated in 2007 by husband and wife team Andy and 
Marie MacGregor.  They purchased the Mill to accommodate their telecoms 
business and in doing so renovated each floor to create a variety of fully 
serviced offices for SMEs.

Martland Mill business centre now comprises of 24 offices and is fully 
equipped with the fastest fibre connection; further upgrade to the Mill has 
seen it invest in new LED lighting as part of the ‘Go Green’ campaign.  

At present there are a wide variety of businesses operating from the Mill 
representing a mix of businesses from accountants, stationary suppliers to 
builders.  Martland Mill offer a good range of fully serviced offices available 
to rent including a virtual office facility, to cater for those people operating 
businesses from home.  

Sue Smith
Head Receptionist at 
Martland Mill tells us:

 “We pride ourselves in our great 
community spirit, when you move into 

Martland Mill you get more than just an 
office to rent. Our Customer Service is key 
to our business model as we adopt an old 

fashioned approach that is all about a 
quality service”

Martland Mill currently have offices available to rent ranging from small - 
medium & large. To find out more visit: www.martlandmill.co.uk

For further information visit: www.westlancashireinvestmentcentre.com 
To request a viewing contact their team on tel: 01695 712600 or email: 
enquiries@westlancashireinvestmentcentre.com

Providing flexible, managed workspace it offers the best start for new 
and existing businesses, with high quality facilities in a purpose -built 
environment that will help your business grow and flourish. 

Conveniently located at Junction 4 of the M58 and just minutes from 
the M6, this vibrant business centre is within easy access to the 
regions of Liverpool, Manchester and Preston.  

The centre operates: full reception facilities, Cafe Wi-Fi (open to all), 
high quality conference and meeting room hire, 24 hour security and 
CCTV plus virtual office support. 

If your looking for office space, land or 
property in West Lancashire contact 

the Economic Regeneration team who 
can run bespoke property searches 

specific to your needs.  

For further information visit 
www.westlancs.gov.uk/property or 

tel: 01695 712692

Offices
Available

NOW!



Upcoming Events 
Celebrations

Extreme Low Energy (ELe) won a major prize 
at the Energy Institute Awards scooping:

2017 Energy Institute Innovation Award

Well Done!

Stocks Hall Nursing Group 

Celebrated their 30th Anniversary
 

 The company first opened its doors in 1987 
in Ormskirk and now have 6 homes around 

West Lancashire.

Congratulations!

To discuss your business needs contact us 
today, we are happy to come and meet you 
at your place of work or have a chat with 
you over the phone.

Tel: 01695 712692 or 
Email: lets.talk@westlancs.gov.uk

Do you have any good news stories you 
would like us to include in future editions of 
the Let’s Talk Business newsletter? 
Email, Lisa Ratican at:
lisa.ratican@westlancs.gov.uk

The Lancashire Business Exhibition is the flagship business 
showcase for Lancashire and surrounding areas.  The 
exhibition attracts over 2,000 delegates annually, all keen 
to make the most of this unique opportunity to meet like-
minded professionals, whilst visiting the stands of around 200 
exhibitors.

To book your FREE place register now at:
www.lancashirebusinessexpo.com/attend

Entries for the Bibas 2018 awards opens on January 16th 
2018, closing date for entries is 6th April.  For further 
information on how to enter visit: www.thebibas.co.uk/enter

The Be Inspired Business Awards 
(BIBAs) is back for 2018!

If you’re serious about your 
business, then give yourself the 

definitive test and enter the BIBAs

ENTER THE BIBAs 2018 Get in touch!

All shortlisted applicants to the BIBAs will meet the judging 
panels in order to select the finalists. This face-to-face 
interview provides entrants with their first opportunity 
to demonstrate what sets their business apart from the 
competition.

In a unique second round of judging,  judges will go out ‘on 
tour’ to get under the skin of all the finalists to find out what 
makes them tick. This initiative gives finalists the chance to 
show the judges their culture of excellence, including meeting 
their workforce and visiting facilities.

Don’t miss this opportunity to showcase your business, it 
would be amazing to have even more West Lancashire winners 
this year! Apply Now!

Date: 2nd March 2018
Location: Preston Guild Hall
Time: 9am - 7pm

Trelleborg, Skelmersdale

Product of the Year Gold Award

The award will be presented in April at the 
2018 Engineering Awards in Manufacturing. 

Great News!

Ormskirk Town Centre
Stakeholder Event 

Date: 18th April 2018
Venue: Ormskirk Chapel Gallery
Time: 6 - 7.30pm

Do you own a business in Ormskirk town centre?

Register to attend this event to hear about how the town centre 
management group are working together with businesses to 
improve Ormskirk; as well as how to get involved in future town 
centre initiatives and events. 

Contact the Economic Regeneration team on: 01695 712645 

The Economic Regeneration team at 
West Lancashire Borough Council are 
fully committed to supporting businesses 
across West Lancashire and offer a 
personal and bespoke one to one support 
service in a number of areas including:

• Finance and Funding
• Skills and Employment
• Land and Property searches
• Networking Events and much more... 

Tell us!


