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The Young Apprentice Ambassador Network (YAAN) is a community of inspiring, driven apprentices and former apprentices 
who have chosen to register as Young Apprentice Ambassadors in their local area. 

The YAAN gives today’s apprentices the opportunity to engage and inspire the apprentices of tomorrow.

What do Young Apprentice Ambassadors do?
Young Apprentice Ambassadors use their own positive apprenticeship 
experience as a powerful tool for engaging and inspiring future apprentices.

Why should employers support the YAAN?

Hundreds of employees are already seeing the benefits of their 
apprentices joining the YAAN.  These include:

Ambassadors will be invited to promote apprenticeships to young 
people, their teachers, parents and employers through a variety of 
exciting events.

Ambassadors will be encouraged to use social media to inspire and 
engage different audiences, sharing the fantastic benefits of being 
an apprentice and a member of the YAAN.

Ambassadors have also found themselves presenting at awards 
ceremonies, speaking at the House of Commons, have been the 
face of national TV apprenticeship campaigns and have been 
invited to high profile events.
















Building their confidence.

Developing their presentation skills.

Building your reputation in the local community as an 
employer of choice.

Additional press coverage.

Opportunities to represent your business at high profile 
events with MP’s and Ministers. 

Increasing diversity in the workforce by promoting your 
apprenticeship programmes externally and internally.

How to sign up?
Signing up is free!  
Following a selection process, those 
who are successful will become part of 
a regional network.  They will receive 
free training and helpful resources, 
and be able to use their story to make 
a real difference to the lives of future 
apprentices.

If you have apprentices at your 
organisation who are keen to be 
involved, promote apprenticeships and 
your organisation then encourage them 
to sign up! 

For further information visit:

www.amazingapprenticeships.
com/yaan/



Skelmersdale Welcomes Seven New
 Social Entrepreneurs

On December 3rd not one but seven amazing Social Entrepreneurs 
graduated from the School of Social Entrepreneurs at a fabulous 
celebratory event held at the Lancashire Manor Hotel, Skelmersdale.
Having applied to the School for Social Entrepreneurs in early 2018, seven budding 
social entrepreneurs from Skelmersdale, enrolled on the 12 month programme. The 
programme supported them with the beginnings of an organisation or idea that could 
improve a community or tackle a social issue with:

• A fully-funded learning programme: 14 days spread over 12 months
• A community of people running organisations like yours

Kathryn Kavanagh (Well North Lead for Skelmersdale) said: 
“We are delighted to have partnered with the School of Social Entrepreneurs and 
supported the development of a group of Social Innovators, who through their 
social enterprise activity will trade and work towards tackling some of the greatest 
challenges faced and Skelmersdale’s communities will benefit greatly from their 
success”. 

Grace Vella  MissKick

Gemma Barton  Mind Train

Jacqui Sutton  Power of Music 

Laura Scott  Biophilia Designs Ltd

Gwen Bleasdale  Sparks Ltd

Michael Mason  Life’s Bigger 
Pictures

Catherine Carmichael  Artisans and Partisans

MissKick is a clothing brand 
specifically for girls and women 
who play football, where £1 of every 
sale goes towards supporting girls 
grassroots football initiatives.  The 
aim for MissKick is to be more that 
just a clothing brand and create 
football academies and tournaments.
“I want to give local girls a chance 
to engage with sport and give them 
the best opportunity, lead a healthy 
lifestyle and create friendships and 
memories as I have.” 

Mind Train CIC supports children 
and young people to become 
compassionate, resilient and powerful 
citizens by teaching mindfulness and 
well‐being courses in schools and 
community centres.  
“Our sessions teach skills that help 
children to survive and thrive in 
today’s demanding world”.

Sparks Ltd delivers personal development 
programmes, where people are empowered 
to work on and deal with the issues 
affecting them, build resilience and self 
esteem so that they transform their futures 
in life-affirming ways, achieving economic 
and personal independence.
“Sparks is part of a programme of 
sustainability for the Liberty Centre, 
the domestic abuse charity for West 
Lancashire, with profits funding essential 
work to support women, men and children 
who are living with the trauma of domestic 
abuse.”

Power of Music delivers music and 
singing sessions that are designed to 
help people and families living with 
a long term health condition such as 
dementia, Parkinsons, COPD, stroke 
and mental health.  It is based on a 
social prescribing model.
“Music can facilitate positive changes 
in emotional well-being.  The power 
of music, especially singing to unlock 
memories and kick start the grey 
matter is an increasingly key feature of 
dementia care.”

Life’s Bigger Pictures run a series 
of presentations, programmes and 
other initiatives aimed at improving 
peoples health and well-being, and their 
aspirations and outlooks. These will be 
easy to access and based within the 
schools and the community.
“I want people from our more 
disadvantaged communities to realise 
that being happy and content is 
important and not a luxury for others.”

Biophilia Designs is a social enterprise 
business that provides nature inspired 
products to promote well-being. Taking 
care of each other and ourselves are the 
core beliefs of Biophilia Designs
“Our goal is to offer specialist information, 
aimed initially at women. Our offer will be 
an alternative to cheap throw away fashion, 
our clothing will be produced by the 
community for the community.”

Artisans and Partisans is a showcase for the talent, enterprise and artistry that exists 
in Skelmersdale.  It is a socially inclusive locally sustainable business with a small 
carbon footprint. 
“This makers market is different to all of the other makers markets because 
its mission is to promote the well-being, prosperity and health of Skelmersdale 
residents.  It will also seek to develop a Skelmersdale identity which is inclusive and 
celebrates diversity.”

For further information on how to 
set up a Social Enterprise and make 
a social impact on your community 

or how to join the School for 
Social Entrepreneurs contact the 

Economic Regeneration team at West 
Lancashire Borough Council. 

Tel: 01695 712645 or email: 
lets.talk@westlancs.gov.uk

Congratulations



Mark Whitworth CEO of 
Peel Ports announced as new Chair 
of The Skelmersdale Place Board

The Skelmersdale Place Board are privileged to announce that Mark 
Whitworth, the Chief Executive of Peel Ports and Chair of West Lancashire 

College has been appointed as its new Chair, and will lead the Skelmersdale 
Ambassadors through 2019. 

Mark’s expertise and leadership qualities will be invaluable in 
supporting and promoting Skelmersdale, he will work closely 
with fellow Place Board members and Ambassadors to help 
raise the profile of the town and borough. 

Skelmersdale has ambitious plans with the space to grow its 
population and business base to ensure the Borough is well 
placed to attract new business opportunities.

Future priorities of the Place Board will be to focus on place 
promotion of the town and showcase Skelmersdale’s prime 
assets; its excellent location, skills and education facilities 
and how Skelmersdale has the room to grow and attract new 
business growth to the area.   

To welcome Mark in his new role an exclusive evening event 
will be held on Thursday 28th February.
Ambassadors who are already members of the Network are 
invited to attend, to meet their new Chair Mark Whitworth 
along-with fellow Place Board members and more 
importantly join forces in promoting Skelmersdale as a great 
place for business.

Welcome Event

 “I am very much looking forward to working with both 
the Place Board and Ambassadors to help promote 
Skelmersdale as a great place for business and to help 
generate further investment to the area.  Skelmersdale is 
on the doorstep of a phenomenal catalyst for growth and 
is well-placed to capitalise on those new opportunities, 
particularly being in such close proximity to the Port of 
Liverpool (Liverpool2).  I am delighted to be a part of 
Skelmersdale’s exciting future”. 

Commenting on his 
new role Mark said:

Skelmersdale Place Board 

Membership Fees

1
2
3
4

£200
£500
£750
£1000

1 - 9 
10 - 49 

50 - 249 
250+ 

Fees per annumNo. of attendees
per event

Number of employees
(Equivalent to full-time)

If you have previously supported 
the Skelmersdale Ambassadors 
but not yet become a member or 
if your business is new to the area, 
there is still time to be a part of 
this event. Contact Tracey Shaw  
on 01695 712555 for details.



Benefit from becoming a 
Skelmersdale Ambassador?

Skelmersdale is Everyone’s Business!
• Skelmersdale Ambassadors is a scheme that unites 

businesses, organisations and individuals across the area in a 
powerful network to help develop and promote Skelmersdale, 
challenge perceptions and raise the profile of the area.

• Skelmersdale Ambassadors are proactive advocates for the 
town.

• Skelmersdale Ambassadors bring together knowledge, 
networks, passion and determination. 

• Skelmersdale Ambassadors are proud, passionate and positive 
who recognise they can boost the local economy and enjoy 
greater success themselves.

If this sounds like you or your organisation, then the 
Skelmersdale Ambassadors is for you!

Why...

Skelmersdale Ambassadors provides an opportunity for 
every organisation of whatever size to get involved. 
If you would like to discuss how your organisation can 
join the Skelmersdale Ambassadors please contact:

Tracey Shaw (Place Manager) 
on tel: 01695 712555

or

Email: tracey@letstalkskelmersdale.com

For further information about Skelmersdale, its 
Ambassadors and the surrounding area visit:

How To Join...

Become a Skelmersdale Ambassador
Become part of and have access to a powerful network 
of influencers and decision makers through regular 
meetings and events.

Hear first about new developments and opportunities 
from those in the know. Speakers will range from key 
players leading the area’s major developments to senior 
figures across the region.

Benefit from raising your organisation’s profile through 
circulation of good new stories.  Have a presence at key 
business events, as well as acting as a spokesperson in 
the media. 

To help further support your organisation you will have 
access to a variety of marketing materials including:

• A welcome pack and Skelmersdale Story, which 
outlines and supports place promotion of the town.

• A bank of high quality place photography and a 
tool-kit of graphics and visual language designed to 
compliment your own brand.

www.letstalkskelmersdale.com

“For us the Skelmersdale Ambassadors allows us to connect with 
like-minded businesses, some of who we have already benefited 
from working with on joint projects.  The network also extends our 
knowledge of the future aspirations for Skelmersdale and how we 
as businesses can get involved and promote this fantastic town 
by putting Skelmersdale well and truly on the map.  Ambassador 
events are both inspirational and key to our understanding of how 
the area is vastly growing both visually and economically.  We 
are strong supporters of the network and would encourage other 
businesses to join”.

Rather than us tell you how 
great the Skelmersdale 
Ambassadors are, hear from 
its members!

Paula and Maureen 
Directors of The Sewing 
Rooms, Skelmersdale tell 
us...



A Refreshing Boost For 
Lancashire Businesses

The county’s business growth hub, has been given £6m to continue delivering wide ranging support for 
ambitious high growth businesses and start-ups.

The award-winning business support service which has helped over 5,000 Lancashire businesses has received a significant 
financial boost that will enable the support to continue until 2021.

£3.65m of the funding comes for the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) with the rest coming from Lancashire 
County Council, as well as the Lancashire Enterprise Partnership’s (LEP) Growth Deal.

Since its inception in July 2013, Boost has created over 2,200 new jobs and helped more than 600 new businesses get started, 
adding £74m of new economic activity to the Lancashire economy.

In addition to signposting businesses to relevant national and regional 
support programmes, Boost directly funds four support programmes 
for Lancashire businesses.  These are delivered by partners chosen 
through a procurement exercise:

• The Growth Support Programme, delivered by Winning Pitch and Enterprise4All, 
offers specialist master-classes and coaching for high-growth start-ups and 
businesses trading for less than three years.

• Growth Mentoring, delivered by Community & Business Partners and Orvia which 
provides one-to-one strategic mentoring support from experienced business people 
who help business owners tackle growth challenges that they face in planning and 
growing their business.

• Boost Bespoke, delivered by Winning Pitch, East Lancashire Chamber of Commerce 
and North and West Lancashire Chamber of Commerce offers bespoke support 
to help ambitious Lancashire businesses scale up, access international markets, 
boost productivity and become more resilient to change.

• Business Relationship Management, which is delivered by Growth Lancashire, 
offers dedicated sector-specialist account managers to engage with Lancashire 
businesses. The programme provides advice and support as well as making 
introductions to other support services which Growth Lancashire will be 
responsible for engaging with and helping businesses to navigate.

Want to know more?
Are you determined to grow your 

business in 2019?

Boost Business Lancashire has 
a range of fully-funded support 
programmes to help you do it. 

Contact the Economic 
Regeneration team at West 

Lancashire Borough Council to 
find out more. 

lets.talk@westlancs.gov.uk

www.boostbusinesslancashire.co.uk

Support Available
There is a wealth of support available for businesses in Lancashire. 

Whether you’re looking to start a new business, access specialist business mentoring, 
trade internationally, develop your people’s skills, innovate and develop new products or 
access international markets, Boost can help your business grow!

Events
Boost organises and supports a series of growth-focused business events across 
Lancashire and beyond. From conferences and inspirational master-classes, to 
networking sessions, practical workshops and seminars.   

Events organised by Boost and its partners will inspire you to start your growth journey!



Are you a manufacturing company curious about how digital technology 
might help your business? Or are you a digital service provider looking to 
support manufacturers?

£20m Made Smarter
Programme Launched To Support 

Businesses Across Lancashire

Made Smarter is a government backed initiative designed to improve productivity of North West manufacturers through the 
adoption of industrial design technologies (IDT).

Accessing Support
Lancashire companies who get involved in the project will get the chance to access 
match funded support and advice regarding how industrial digital technologies (IDT), 
including robotics, artificial intelligence, 3D printing and the Internet of Things (IoT), could 
revolutionise their manufacturing processes.

A number of Lancashire firms will also qualify for more intensive business support, gaining 
access to match-funded grants, bespoke consultancy, mentoring and other resources which 
will help them to accelerate commercial growth. It is anticipated that by becoming a test-
bed for new types of technologies and advanced processes, the region’s manufacturing 
sector could generate a 25% increase in productivity and add £115m to the North West 
economy.

Embracing the principles of Made Smarter could also help to open up new markets, 
increase exports and create hundreds of additional high-skilled, high-value jobs across 
Lancashire. 

Made Smarter will be delivered across the county by Boost, Lancashire’s business Growth 
Hub.

All the support you need: 
There are many ways digital technology can help you succeed: automation, robotics, sensor technology, Industrial Internet of 
Things (IIoT), 3D printing, AI and VR. Made Smarter will help you understand how these can be applied to your business through 
specialist, impartial advice, grant funding and resources. It will cover how it can drive innovation, increase your workforce skills, 
and boost your business growth.

Because every business is unique, Made Smarter fully-funded assessments 
are tailored to suit your business and can include:

• Access to Made Smarter funds for services and equipment from specialist, approved 
IDT suppliers

• Advice ranging from understanding the basics of IDT to training a new wave of digital 
team leaders – along with specialist mentors

• Accelerated introductions to established business, technical and university networks 
will optimise your balance of people, skills, and projects

www.madesmarter.uk

Support for Manufacturers
If you are a North West SME Manufacturer and want to invest in new digital technology or up 
skill your staff so that they can use them, then register for an assessment. 

Made Smarter will support you on your journey with fully-funded, impartial, expert advice 
and a financial contribution. Your project will be bespoke, fit for purpose and drive your 
business forward.

How to Apply

The Made Smarter 
Programme is a pilot scheme 

designed to boost UK 
manufacturing productivity 

and growth across the 
North West. The scheme 
is delivered by the Growth 
Company in partnership 

with the Greater Manchester 
Combined Authority, North 

West Local Enterprise 
Partnerships and North West 

Business Growth Hubs.

Contact Made Smarter by:
Email:

 madesmarter@growthco.uk
or telephone: 

0161 359 3050



The Economic Regeneration team at West Lancashire 
Borough Council are fully committed to supporting 
businesses across West Lancashire and offer a 
personal and bespoke one to one support service in a 
number of areas including:

• Finance and Funding
• Skills and Employment
• Land and Property searches
• Networking Events and much more... 

Get in touch!

To discuss your business needs contact us today, we 
are happy to come and meet you at your place of work 
or have a chat with you over the phone.

Tel: 01695 712692 or 
Email: lets.talk@westlancs.gov.uk

Tell us!
Do you have any good news stories you would like us 
to include in future editions of the Let’s Talk Business 
newsletter? 
Please email: lisa.ratican@westlancs.gov.uk

For a further discussion on how the Skelmersdale 
Ambassadors can support your business contact Tracey 
Shaw (Place Manager) on: Tel: 01695 712555 or email: 

tracey@letstalkskelmersdale.com

Do you want to receive 
the Let’s Talk Business  
newsletter including  
further information 
on business support 
products & services?

Register Online

You can do this by registering your 
interest online at:
www.westlancs.gov.uk/business

Don’t Miss Out!

Evening Event 
28 February 19

Join the Ambassadors for an exclusive evening event, 
introducing Mark Whitworth (CEO of Peel Ports) the 

Skelmersdale Place Board’s new Chair.  This event is by 
invitation only to Skelmersdale Ambassadors, however 

there is an opportunity for your organisation to become a 
member prior to the event, for further information visit:

www.letstalkskelmersdale.com

Lancashire Business Expo  29 March 19
Would you like the opportunity to connect with the thriving 
North West business community?

The Lancashire Business Expo provides limitless 
opportunities for businesses across the UK to connect with 
the Lancashire business community.  

The event offers delegates the chance to attend keynote 
sessions from leading Lancashire figures, who will be 
sharing their experience and knowledge to inspire you to 
develop your business. 

Your business also has an opportunity to exhibit!

For further information about the event and to book a place 
visit: www.shoutexpo.com/lancashire/

Taste Lancashire Event 2019  5 March 19
This conference celebrates Lancashire’s food & drink 
economy and the 67.6 million visitors who spend over 
£1billion annually on food & drink in the county.

Taste Lancashire brings together retailers, buyers, chefs, 
hoteliers, food & drink entrepreneurs and exporters.  
Delegates at the March event will hear from industry experts 
and commentators on trends, issues and perceptions of 
Lancashire food, drink and hospitality; sharing insights and 
expertise to help further develop the profile of Lancashire’s 
food & drink sector and to encourage short breaks and 
gourmet getaways.

For further information about the event and to book a place 
visit: www.marketinglancashire.com/events

Dates for your Diary

Ormskirk Town Centre
Stakeholder Event 

3 April 19
Ormskirk Chapel Gallery
6pm - 7.30pm

Do you run a business in Ormskirk Town Centre?

Register to attend this event to hear about how the Ormskirk 
Town Centre Management Group are working together with 
partners and businesses to improve Ormskirk; as well as 
how to get involved in future town centre initiatives and 
events. 

To book your place/s at this event please contact the 
Council’s Economic Regeneration team on:

Tel: 01695 712645 or email events@discoverormskirk.com


